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Academic positions

2022- Princeton University
Assistant Professor of Politics and International Affairs, Department of Politics

2020-22 Harvard University
Academy scholar (post-doctoral), Harvard Academy
Research Fellow, Women and Public Policy Program, Harvard Kennedy School

Education

2016-21 University of Oxford, DPhil in Political Science, Nuffield College
• Dissertation, ‘Representation from Below: How Women Mobilize Inside Parties’
• Winner of the APSA Mancur Olson Best Dissertation award in Political Economy, 2022

2014-16 University of Amsterdam, Research Master’s in Social Sciences (cum laude)

2010-12 Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Master’s in Arts (with distinction)

2004-08 JIIT, B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering (cum laude)

Fields Comparative Politics, Gender and Politics, Political Economy of Development, South Asia, Experiments

Working Papers

‘Representation from Below: How Women’s Grassroots Party Activism Promotes Equal Political Participation’,
Revise & Resubmit, American Political Science Review

• APSA Kauffman Foundation Award for Best Paper on Entrepreneurship and Inclusion, 2020

“Local Political Representation as a Pathway to Power: A Natural Experiment in India”, Revise & Resubmit,
American Journal of Political Science

• King’s Quantitative Political Economy Seminar Award for Best Paper, 2021

“Do Citizens Enforce Accountability for Public Goods Provision? Evidence from India’s Rural Roads Program”,
Revise & Resubmit, Journal of Politics

“Is Ethnic Violence Self-Perpetuating? Natural Experimental Evidence from Hindu-Muslim Riots in India” with
Sam van Noort , Revise & Resubmit, Quarterly Journal of Political Science

“Women and Party Building: Evidence from Municipal Government in Brazil, with Cameron Sells, Under Review.

“Does local leadership lower bias in law enforcement? Evidence from Experiments with India’s rural politicians”,
with Sam van Noort & Mats Ahrenshop, Under Review.

“Do Voters in Local Elections Prefer Campaign Promises over Attributable Policies? Experimental Evidence from
India and Ghana”, with Robin Harding, Under Review.

“Not My Role Model: How Gender Norms Overturn Symbolic Effects”

Book Manuscript

“Gender and Party Activism: How Women Increase Representation and Responsiveness in LMICs”
• Book Conference scheduled in December 2022, Harvard Academy, chaired by prof. Melani Cammett,
Harvard University.

Work-in-progress

Environmental Disruption of Gender Norms (with W. Matthew Alampay Davis)

Superstitious beliefs, son preference, and parental investment in India (with Nathan Nunn)

Mobilizing women? Evidence from India and Lebanon (with Amaney Jamal)

How norms fall apart: Intergenerational change and persistence of gender norms worldwide
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Policy Reports and Blogs

“Representation, discrimination and progressive social policy: Evidence from India” (2021) IGC Final Report with
Sam van Noort.

Awards, Grants, and Fellowships

APSA Mancur Olson Best Dissertation award in Political Economy, 2022.

King’s Quantitative Political Economy Seminar Award for Best Paper, 2021.

Visiting Scholar Fellowship Non-Residential, Center for the Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania,
2021.

APSA Kauffman Foundation Award for Best Paper on Entrepreneurship and Inclusion, 2020.

Seed grants for exploratory research, Center for Global India, Princeton University, with Amaney Jamal (50,000$),
2020.

Research Grant, Bobst Center, Princeton University (5,000$), 2020.
Nuffield-Yale Exchange Fellowship, 2019.

MIT Governance Lab grant, Representation from Below: How Party Workers Shape Descriptive and Substantive
Representation (14,990$), 2019.

Ostrom Fund, APSA Centennial Center for Political Science and Public Affairs (2,500$), 2019.
Nuffield grant for travel, University of Oxford (11,000$), 2016-2020.
International Growth Center- Co-Principal Investigator with Sam van Noort (52,000$), 2019.
John Fell Fund, University of Oxford grant with Robin Harding (46,000$), 2018.
Holland Scholarship, Dutch Ministry of Education, Netherlands (4,500$).
Amsterdam Merit Scholarship, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands (31,500$).
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) scholarship, Germany (8,500$).

Recent Invited Talks

2022: Temple University CP Seminar (scheduled); EPSA roundtable on Gender Inequality in Political Science;
Scope Conditions (Podcast/ scheduled); Centre for Global India, Princeton University; Weatherhead Forum, Har-
vard University; NYU CP Seminar; Politics of India, Princeton University; Harvard India Conference

2021: Building a Capable State, IDFC Institute series supported by the Gates Foundation; London School of
Economics; Tulane University; Women Lead Conversations (Podcast); South Asia Joint Seminar: Harvard-Brown-
MIT; CASI seminar series- University of Pennsylvania

2020: Harvard PE of D lecture, Princeton University; Quality of Government Institute, Gothenburg

2019: IGC Gender and Development Conference, Bihar; MIT, Chicago-Harris, and Princeton (Job talks); CSR -
CSH seminar, New Delhi

Recent Presentations

2022: APSA (scheduled), EPSA, Identity & Politics in South Asia Workshop UC Berkley, AALIMS, Harvard PE
of D workshop, Harvard CP Workshop, Harvard PE workshop, Conference on Gender and Politics at Harvard,
Scheduled: APSA, EPSA, UC Berkley India Conference

2021: Harvard Academy seminar, Harvard PE Workshop, Harvard CP Workshop, Gender & Politics in South Asia
Workshop UC Berkley, Kings QPE seminar, APSA

2020: New Research on Gender and Political Psychology Conference, Harvard Experiments in Political Science
conference, APSA, University of Gothenburg, EPSA, Oxford-LSE graduate seminar

2019: NYU Graduate workshop, NEWEPS Columbia, pre-APSA South Asia conference at the World Bank, APSA,
Centre for Policy Research Urban Workshops in New Delhi, EPSA, Oxford-LSE graduate conference, UCL graduate
conference, Centre for Experimental Social Sciences colloquium at Nuffield College, IMEBESS, PSA (Nottingham),
MPSA
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Teaching

Gender and Development (new undergraduate lecture and seminar), Spring ’23

Introduction to Statistics for MPhil & DPhil students at the Q-Step centre, University of Oxford, 2017

Professional Service

Reviewer for: American Journal of Political Science; American Political Science Review; British Journal of
Political Science; Comparative Political Studies; Journal of Politics; World Politics; Politics & Gender; Studies in
Indian Politics; Gender & Society; International Feminist Journal of Politics

Conferences Organized
2022: Mini-Conference on Comparative Politics of Gender in the Global South, APSA 2022
2019: Political Economy of Development and Accountability Conference, University of Oxford
2018-19: Founder, DPhil Politics/International Relations Nuffield Graduate Seminar

Princeton University Service
2022-23: Organizer, Comparative Politics Seminar with Andreas Wiedemann
2022-: Faculty Executive Committee, Center for Global India (invited)

Work Experience
2012-13: Analyst (Global Analyst Program), Deutsche-Bank AG Mumbai/ London/ Singapore
2008-09: Associate Software Engineer (SAS certified), Accenture, New Delhi

Languages
Hindi (native), English (fluent), Sanskrit (intermediate), French (A2 level), Dutch (A2 level)

Fieldwork
New Delhi, Bihar, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Karnataka (India)

Citizenship
India

Award in Wine
WSET Level 1, 2 (with merit), and 3 (with merit).
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